
ALL SAtXTB.
6. Doudney In Good Words.
Men nmy not mark them lu tim Hoarded ways;
The noisy world forgets t blame or prslae
Tim poor lu spirit: yet Ikey pasa along
Through silent pnthn. and make them glad wllh song
Theirs 1* elie Kingdom where Love retgnu supreme
And Knitb Mart sigher than the poet'* dream;
Wramied in tbe uunliplit of eternal day.

Ulessed are til y.

On* known the patient soul* WbS ge Hie will;
Th* moiiie.or, v. i.. ran -d.-r and le- mil,
felting in silence f tr Mi* healing balm;
Tile msak, whose bondi abai] clasp the victor's palm;
Tho hungry ouea, whom Ito abm- can totAi
The inert Uni; tlie pure In heart and geed;
Tue Peaceniuker-,-oI these I bear Ulm say,

Uttassd uro they,
fattier, we pray Thee thal Tky Hgkt mav shine
I pen tho world through evert child of Thin";
Into the ha:,ms nf durknen und distress
Tb.ey come wllh ri' thc power nf blessedl
When Tlioi' ini-t colled i>em to Tin purer sphere
The fragrance ot t»ielr liven Khali linger lur-;
And through geath's sllenct we shall bear Thee my,

Messed me they.

THE MASK.-
IV RICH M'.li M MIMI

I
'U*igni; k. rs have brought their :irt to SU«h

perfection that it is diflieull to ilete t fate hair
from real. Why should nol toe tame skill be
shown in the manufacture of a mask. Our
faces in one sense are nothing but masks, Why
should not the imitation 'oasgoi I aa the reality'?
Why, fur instance, sho lld nol this face ol mine,
ns you sec it, be nothing bul a mask-a something
which I mn take oil and on I

she bid her two banda softly asalnat her
anselm. There was a ring af laughter ia her
voioe,

"Such a atash would not only be, In the high-
gal state, :i work nf art. hut lt would also be a

thing ol beauty.a loy forever."
"iou think thut i am !i autiful ?"
I could not doubt lt.with her velvet .skin inst

tinted With the bl, om of health, her little flint-

filed chin, her ripe red lips, her (fishing t otb,
mr srrent. Inscrutable dara eves, bet wealth of
hair which gleamed in tlie sunlight. 1 told hei
eo.

"So you think that 1 uni beautiful ? How odd
.how very odd '."

1 could not tell if .she was in jest or earnest, lier
lips wire parted hy n smile. But it did not
seem io nie that it wis laughter which was lu
her eyea,

;

"And you have only seen tue, for the hrs' time,
a few boiirs airo?''

"Such has been my ill-fortune.H
She ruse. She stood Im ;i moment looking

down at me.
"And you think there is nothing ill n,\* theory

about.u mask ?"
"On Ihe eootrnry, T think there is a great deal

lu any theory you nmy advanw."
A winter brought me a <¦;;.. I upon ;i silver.
"Gentleman wishet t,, sv you, 11 "

I glanced at fhe card. On lt matt printed,
*Oeorge I>a"iei, Scotian i Vatd." As I w is ioox.n,' at
tile mice of p..stemi.nM .sle- passed behind ui".

"Perhaps 1 .shall see you ngnin, when we will
continue our discussion about.a mask.''

I rose ami bowed, Sl»c wenl from the veranda
down the steps Into thc garden. I turned to the
waiter. "Who it thut Iud) :.*''

"1 don't know liff name. -ir. She cine in last
night. She has n private sittinp-reom at No. -".'."
He hesitated Then he niidcd, I am not Mire

idr, bat I think tie lady's name is Juyaea.Mra
Jayneo."
"Where is Mr. Davis'.' Show him into my

room."'
I wont to mv ronni und awaited him. Mr.

Davis proved t» le a abort, spare mun, with iron-
gray whiskers anl a quiet, unassuming manner.

.Vnii had my telegram, Mr. Davie f"
"Wc did, sir."
"I believe you aro r.ot inacquainted with my

name ?"
"Know lt very well, sir."
"Tlie circumstances df ..iv curr- are- ao peculiar,

Mr Davis, that luster'] of going to the local
police, 1 thought it l>.»tter to iit on e pla « mvi-clf
in eommunleation with headquarters.'1 Mr. Imvls
bowed. "I emnc down yesterday afternoon by
the esprc-is fruin Paddington. 1 was alene itt ii

lirst-cla.ss carriage. At fewindon a young gentle-
man got In. He seemed to me to be about

twenty-three or-four yen- of age, and unmis¬
takably a gentleman. ,Wc had pome conversation
together. At Bat-I he offered nu- a drink nut of
his Basic, lt was getting evening then. I bave
been hard at it fm the last few wceka. I^waa
lired. I suppose I fell asleep, lu my sleep 1
dreamed."
"You dreamt?;! f"
'I dreamed that I was being robbed." The

defective smiled. "As mu surmise. I wok" up to
Iimi that my dream was real. Hut tic cnn >u- part
of the matter is tim* I am unable to tell you
where my dream ended, and where my wakeful-
¦eat begun. I dreamed that something was

i lonnin;: iver me, rilling my person.some
lii'leoiis, gasping tiling which, in its

isgtmfts. kept emitting short crbs which
wore of ih- nature ol lurks. Although 1 m\ I

dreamed th a, 1 gm not at all sure I di I rn-- a stually
t*-" it taking plaee The pins' war; drawn from
my trousers pocket; tomething waa taken out of
lt, i distinctly Leard the chink of money, and
tuen thc purse was returned to whore it wns

tefore. My watch and chain were taken, tlie stu ls
nut of my shirt, the links from mj wrist-hands.
My pocket Itook was treated aa my pur-- had lieen
.something was taken out ..! it. and the l» mk
returned. Sfy keyi were taken. My dreaslng-haq
\m;s tiik-.>. irom the ruck, opened, and articles
wore til.."i ";;f of it. though 1 oould not seo what
arttelea they were. The lias wa* replaced on the
rack, the keys in nv rocket."

.. Didn't you seo the face of the person who did
all tins.-"
"That Mas the curious lian oi it. 1 tri" I to,

bat i fulled, li s" :i..il to ni" that the face wns

hidden by a veil."
"Thc thin-.; waa simple enough. We shall bave

to look for your young gentleman fries I."
"Wait till I have htifedied. Ihe thing.] tay

tho thing because, in my dream, I was strongly,
nay, horribly tinder the impression thal I Whs at
?iii* mercy ol some son of animal, some creature
of the ape or monkey tribe.''

"Ther-', certainly, you drear c "

"You think s»" Still, wait a moment. The
thing, whatever it was, when it- robbed me, opened
my Burt at the brea-', m.-I deliberately tearing
my Binn with wbal seemed to me to be its talons,
Mt its mouth tc the wi und, and gathering ray
n<«li between if* teeth, bit me to tlie bone. Here
is sufficient evidence to prove that then, al least,
I did not dream.''

I'nbuttiin'.m,' my ililli I showed Mr. Davis the
open cicatrice.
"The pain wa6 so intense that it awoke nu*. I

¦prsn^' t<> niy feet, i mw fte thing."
.. You saw lt*"
"1 uaw i'. It was crouching at the other end

of the carriage, 'Hu* door was open 1 taw u

for an blatant ns it leaped into the night."
"At what rato ','» yon suppose the nain was

travel linn .'"
"The carriage blinds were drawn. Trie train

had jest left Newton Abbot, ibe creature rn ust
have been Idling me wten the ttum was actually
diuwn up at the platform, lt leaped out of tte
carriage as the train was restarting."

" And viii! say Von saw the face:''
"1 did. lt whs tin* face of a devil."
"Excuse inf, Mr. Fountain, but you're not try-

in? mi tue tim plot of ymir ri"\t novel.just to s«-e

how it goes
" I wish I were, my lil. bul I nm not. It was

the face ,,f ii devil.so bideou* a face that the only
detail I wan nMe to grasp was that if had B nair
»r eyes which glenara at me like burning coats.*1

..Where v.-.,- the mm,.' gentleman?"

.. ile bad disappeared.'
"Precisely. And I suppose you did not only

dream you had been robbed?"
"1 ted been robbed of everything which was of

the slightest value except eighteen shillings.ex¬
act Iv that situ hail heen lefl in my purse "

"Now, pertepe you will glvo me tbe description
of the youno gentleman ami his ila-'. .'"

" I swear if was not li" who robbed mc.''
"Tlie MatJbilitJ ii that he was disguised. To

pam eye it naram unreueonahle t" pappose thai te
¦iiould havo removed his disguise while engaged
in the very net of robbing you. Anyhow, you
give mo Ide description, and 1 shouldn't be sur¬

prised if I wns able to lay my llnscr on him on

tlie ertot."
I described him.tie well-knit yoong man, with

his merry eyes, his alight moustache, Wit, graceful
manners."

" If he was u thief, then I am no indee of char¬
acter. There was something about him which,
to mv eyes, marked him us emphatically ¦ ^entle-

The defective onlv smiled.
"Tlie flrst thin? I shall have to do will hg ta

telegraph all over the country a list of the stojen
property. Then I msy possibly treat myself to

a little private think. Vant story is father n

curious one. Mr. Fountain, and then later in the
day I may want to say a word or two to you again
.f shall find rou here"
I gaid that hewoujd. When le had gone I sat down

sml wrote a lotter. Wi en I hnd IniShe I tte letter

I went along: thc cuni,lor to.vuid Ite front dour
of tlie hotel. Ai* I was R<iin_.' I MW in front ol me

a figure.the figure of a mun. Ile was standing
Kt il I, and ins Ur"'; was turned mv way. Hut
someih'ni! about bim stijmk me with such ii su ld -n

fore* of recognition that, stopping abort, I stared.

I atipposo I must, unconsciously, have ottered
nomi* sort of exclamation, boeatlSS th" insfatit 1

stop)**d short, with u (mick movement he wheeled
right round. We faced each other.
"You !" I exclaimed.
I hurried forward with ¦ cry of recognition He

advanced, at I thought, to ;>r>et me. Hut he hil
on'v token a step or two in my direction when he

burned into ft room upon his rio-ht. and shutting
tte door behind him, disappeared.

.Tin* tcsu In the tnin:."' I toVI myself.
If I had had any doubt upon tho subject bia

sudden dihappearaaee would have cleared my
doubt away. Ii be waa anxious to avoid s
meetjng with un- ;d!, tin- nun.- rea-on why 1
should reek ac. interview with him 1 went tu
tim door of the room whieh he had enter.-.! and,
without the Rightest hesitation, I turu'sl the
handle. Tte room was empty.there could be
im doubt of that. It xxot* an ordinary hotel
sitting-room, own brothel tn the one which 1
occupied myself, ;md, as I aaw at a glance, con-

tiiiii-d no article of furniture behind which »

person could be concealed But at the other
s.iie ol the room was another door.

'My gentleman," I said, "has gone thraagh
that

Croaaing the room, again I turned tim handle.
Tins time without result.tte door waa locked.
I rapped against tbe panels. Instantly tome one

addressed me from within.
; Who's tliat ?"
Tte voice, to my surprise, and alao somewhat

to my <li-( oiiilorture, wm- a woman's
"l.xeii-e me, but rui^'ht I say one word to tte

gentleman who bas |u»t entered tte room?"
"What's that? Who sre yuu''''
"I'm the gentleman who came down with him

tn the train.''
" Wlmt-'"
The door opened. A woman appeared.tte

'.adv whom the waiter bad said lie believed wuh

;i Mrs Jaynes, .md who had sdvancsd that
curious theory about a math bein.' made to
imitate the human face, sire had a dressing
Jacket on, nnd her glorious bnir was flowing
loose over her shoulders. 1 was _-,, turprised tc
tee ber that for a moment I was tongue-tied.
The surprise seined to be mutual, for. with n

pretty air of bewilderment, *;¦ pplng back into
tho room tbe partially rioted the door.

"1 thought it was tte waiter. May I ask.
ir, what it is .von want':'"
"1 beg t"ii thousand pardon'; but might I

just have (me wind with vour huaband?"
With whom, sir '.'"

" Your husband."
" My huabund?"
Again throwing the (bur wide open, she stood

iimi stared at me.
I refer, madam, tc tte gentleman whom I

jtui saw enter tte room."
. "I don't ki.ow if voa intend pp Impertinence,
sir. or merely s Jesl

lier hp curled, her eyes flashed.il was plain
she wae offended.

" 1 .mst saw, madam, In the corridor, a j;ent,V'-
liian with whom I travelled yesterday from
l.o:i,'_,n. I advanced to meet him. As l did so

he turned into ymir aitting-raom. When l fol¬
lowed lum 1 found ii. empty, so I took it for
granted he bad come in tere."

" \'ou are mistaken, sir. I knott no gentleman
in tbe holel. As lor my huaband, my husband
hst i.eeu dead three ye:,is"

1 could not contradict her, yet it was certain
I had seen tin- stranger turn inti ilu- outr*
room. 1 told b' r bo

"li any man entered my sitting-room.which
was an unwarrantable li'erty to take.he must
be in ii now, Kmvii* yoursell no one hm come

near my bedroom. I have had th" door hiked,
ami, as you 'ie. I hav,- been dressing. Ate you
-ure you have not beet: dreaming'.'"

If 1 had been dreaming 1 Iuul been dreaming
with my eyes vide open: and yet. if I had aeeu
the Ullin enter the room.OOO I could lune
sworn I had.where was he now!' She offered,
...ith scathing irony, to let me examine her own

apartment. Indeed, she opened the door so wide
tlmt I could.nee all over it fruin where 1 stood.
it was plain enough ihat, with the exception
of hertel!, it had no occupant.

Ami yer, I toked myself, as I retreated with
my tail a little between irv h-'.s, how could I
have been mistaken? The only hypothesis I
could hit upon was that my thoughts hail teen
¦" deeply engaged upon tim matter that they had
made ine tl.e victim ot hallucination. Peshaps
my nervous system had temporarily if-en disor¬
ganised ly my misadventures <<f the dav before.
Ami yet-and this waa the Anal concludion bi
which I came upon the mal ter.if I had not t>een

my fellow-|mssenger s'limlinc lu front of me, a

creature of Herd) and blood, 1 would never trust

t.i e evidence ol my eves again. ¦Tn* mo-t ai hut
ghost-fleer never saw a ghost in the middle of
ti,.- Ls.

I iv.'iit for a fralk towarri Iii,1.1 iv-.oul,.-. Mv
nerves might be a 'stile mit ot ordef.though
noi to the extent of seine tbingg whieli were
non-existent.and if was quite possible that.
fresh air snd exercise might do them wood. I
lunched at Uabbicombe, spending the afternoon,
:«, 1 I.o weather was so gue, upon the seashore,
in company with my thoughts a pijie and a

book, lint, i;n Ihe day wore on, a SSS mis', stole
over tia- hind, and, ne 1 returned TorqUaywurd,
i* sraa already growing dusk. I went hack by
way of tbe seafront. As I wns passing Hesketh
Crescent 1 stood for a moment looking oat into
the gloom which was gathering over the uta. As I
looked I heard, or thought that I heard, g sound
pint be),ind me. At I heard if the blood Stemed
to inn edd in mv veins, and I had to dutch
at the coping <'f tl,e seawall to prevent mv knees
from giving way from under me. It wns the
sound which I lind heard i;i mv drefini hi the
train, and which hal seemed to COOM from the
creature "which was rubi lng me.the erv or balk
of snme wild beast. It came once, one ghort,
quirk, paepieg burk, then gi] was still I looked
round, fearing to Bee 1 know nut, what, Noth¬
ing was in sight. Vet. although nothing eould
I e Sfcn, I felt that there wns something there.
But, a- the liience continued. I began to laugh
at mys?-'! beneath my breath, I bad not stin-

posed that I was such a, coward to be frightened
at less than a shadow. Moving BWaV from tte
walk, I was about to resume mv walk, winn it
"ame :i tra in .tlie choking, breathless bark.so close
!,. i';e that I seemed tn feel the winni breath
upon mv cheek. Looking swiftly ron* d, I taw,
fi.nii.st touehina mine, thf fu^e of the creature
which T had teen, but only for an instant, in
the train

II.
" Are you lil F"
" I am :: little tired.-'
"Von. Kwh ii- though vim h;nl set-n a ghost.

I am sure you aro not well."
I did rot feel well. 1 hit as thoii2li I had

seen a ghost, and something worse than a L'l,(i-f
I had found my way hm-',; to the hotel.how. I
scarcely knew. The lirst person I met was Mr*
.layups. She was in the garden, which
ran all round the building. My appearance seemed
to occasion her anxiety.

"I am sure you nie not well. Do sit down!
T.ct me ?et you something tn drink ?"
"Thanks. I think I will fro to my own room.

I have not been very well lately. A little up¬
sets nie"
fhe seemed relucfart. to let me an. Uer snlici-

tuTle wau flattering: thouth if there bad been a

little le« of it I should have hoon eqoallv con¬

tent. She even offered me her firm. Thnt I
laughingly declined. I was net quite in such t

niteoua plight ns to lu- in need of that. At lust
I escaped her. As I entered mv sitting-room some

ene rose to cre^t me. It was Mr. Dnvia.
"Mr, Fountain, nr" you imf well'.'"
liv fi pi ea rn nee teemed lu sti ike him ns it lind

stru' k the Indy.
"I have had I sheck. Will you rinc the l>cli

and order ni" some blandy'"'
" \ shock0'' He looked al me curiously.

" What sf,rt .f a thock ?"
" I will tell von .when you have ordered the

brandy. I really am iu need of Bometblnt to
revive me. I fancv mv nervous system must lie

altogether ont "f order.''
He rang tte tell I sank into pu immy elnir.

really grateful for the sunporl whieli it afforded
me. AltboUfh he sat Still, I was conscious that
his eyes were on me til the time. When the
waiter lad rough! the blandy Mr. Davis gave
rein* to his curio.-i"'.

" 1 bone that nothing serious lum happened "

" It depends upon what you call serious." T

panned to allow the spiiit to tate effect, it did
m," good. "You remember what I fold von about
the strange sound which waa uttered by tte
creature which rubbed me lo tte train. I have
heard that sound again.*1

" Indeed ''" Ile observed me attentively. I hail
thought he would be seeotical; te wss not, "Can
you describe the sonni °"

"lt is difPcult to describe, though when it is
once heard it is Impossible not to recognise it
when it in heard again '' I simd,bred as I
thought of it. " lr is like tte '-rv of some
will leii^t wb*ei in t* stab* of frenzy.JOSI I
shor*. Jerky, half-strangled yelp."

" May I ask what v-.-ie the e»iviunstunee« under
which yon beard it ?¦'

"T was looking at tim pea In front of Heeteth
Crescent. I heard it close behind me.not once,
but twice. At the scemd time I.I Haw the face
which I saw in the trai" "

I took another drink af brandy. I fancy
that Mr. Davis mw how even tho mere rpc-

oUeetion affected n:e.
.¦ Do von think that your assailant could by

nvx- possibility have been a woman?"
*. a woman "'

"Was the fa^e yon SOW anything like ttetf"
Ile produced from his pocket a pocketbook, and

from the pocketbook ii photograph. Ho handed
it to me. I re^u rd rd it intently. It was not
i good photograph, bat it eras a strnn?e one.

Tlie more I looted at it the more it crew upon
me Hut ther- wat ii hkencsf.a dim nnd ftiirl-
tive likeness, hut still a likeness tn the tnee- which
had dated at rr\r* tt"]v ball an tear IWore.

'. Put surely this is not a nomnn ?''
"Tell me. first ot all, if yin trncp in it any

resemblance."
'¦ I do. and I don't Tn the portrait the fu.-e.

;s T know it. is gror-'v fluttered, nnd yet, in tte
portrait it ii eufl'cjentlv hideous.**

Mr. Hnvis sto-d np Ile seemed B little yretted.
" I iteiieve i have hit it:''
" V- a have hit lt ""

"The portrait which you hold in your hand is
the portrait of ii criminal lunatic who csca|ed
la^t week from Braathaoor."
"A criminal lunatic!"
As 1 looked af ihe portrait I perceived that it

wa« the fae" of a lunatic.
"The wt.-ran -for it i< a trout tu ls a perfect

devil, us mt (ul as she ls wicked. Ste wis

there during Her Majesty's pleasure for a murder
which urag attended willi details of horrtbk

erm itv. Ste was more than suspected of haying
had a hand la other crimea. Since that portrait,
was taken she deliberately burned hei face with
a red-hot puter, dlsfl m. baself almost beyond
rec ignition."

-There is un,ttl,er circumstance which I should
mention, .Mr. Davit, I.o von know that tin.-,
morning I saw Ute young gentleman, loo7

'I he detective stared
.. What voni:.: gentleman
"lie young fellow who >t info thc tram at

Swindon, and who offered me Ins ilask.v
Von saw him 1 W lure .'"

" Mei", in tli" hotel.
"The devil you uld! And you spoke to him?
"I tra-I to."
"And be lu .k' il '."

"Thut i- ihe cl i-;'"' af tte thing. \«u
will say lhere i- something odd Bbout everything
1 toll vol. and. 1 must ennfesn, there i- When
you l"it me ti is in uuiu,: I -.Mote a letter; when
I had written it I lefl the room Aa I was going
along the corriJor 1 saw in front ol me ilie
young 'min wlm was with ni" i:i tte train."

" N on are s'.r" il wa- he .'"
"CertainI When Ural 1 'aw him te had his

hack tome I suppose he heard me cumin-. Anv-
bow, BC turned, and WC were face t<> lace. The
recognition, l believe, was mutual, becauae aa I
advanced."

" Ile cut his lucky '.'''
" lb- ti,n i'd Into ii room upon his riiihf."
"Of c ..ii- j followed in';.
..I did. I ;i,ade no bone* about it. I ams no!

thies mcnds i'lf-r lum, but when I entered tte
room was empty.

" limply:"
"lt was an ordinary sitting-room like this, ont

on tte other side ol it there wns t door. I tried
that door, it wat lucked. I rapped with my
knuckles. A woman answered."

" A wuii an ''"

.A worn..n! She nut only answered, she cam"

out.'
"Was -li" anything like that portrait?"
I laughed. The idea of inaiituting any com¬

parison between thc horror in the portrait anl
that vision ol hi lila and loveliness was tun

ludicrou ..

"She was a lady who :s Stopping in. tte
hotel, with whom I already bad hud some conver¬
sation, ;u.'! wlm is abeu' as unlike 11, it portrait
as anything could po^eiblj ii"-a lira, Jaynes

" Jnynes ? \ Mi- Joynes." Tn."- detective
hit his Rngei mils. He seemed ." is- turning
something over lu his mind. "Ami did you see

the mau ?'
"Thit is where the oddncRt of the thins: MOMS

in. She dei Iai.-! that there was no min."
" What do you me.i'i

''"

..she declared that tat one h.-,,i lien near her
bedroom while she had lieen In it. Hint there
was no one in at timi particular moment i- be-
yond a doubt, beenlise ,-i," opened the door to let
mo nee. I am inclined to think, upon reflection,
that alter ill the luau univ hare lieen concealed
in the miler room, thal I overlooked him in my
haste, aid that he mad,' .:,,.,i| his Steane while I
was knocking af ti.'- la ly's door."
"Hut if he h:i,I a linger in tl.> pie that knocks

the other then upon th" h. ad." Ile nodded
toward the portrait which I s'ill was holding in
my hnnd, "A man like that would scarcely have
Ptich a p:i! as Mai'. Hr »ker "

'I Confess, Mr. Davis, that the whole affair ii
a mysferv lu mc I suppose that your theory is
that the ll isk out ol which I drank was druggr I .'

"! sh,,ul,| ,-,,-,- upon the li,-e ol if thal there
can't be two doubts about that." The detecth
sti,o-i rejecting "I should like to have a look
at tins Mi-. Jaynes. 1 will have a look af her.
1 il r-i down ti th" ollie here, ami I think if's
in-' possible that I mav !". treated to u peep at
her room."
Winn he hui gone 1 was haunted by tho

thou ht ul thal '.i minni lunatic, who was at
leas! SO lal sane that she had been able to
moke good her escape from Uro ulm or. lt was
only when Mr. Davis had Jejf me thal I discovered
that lu had lefl ihe portrait U-hind him. I looked
:it. it What :i face it was

"Thin!.." I said to myself, "of being lefl at
the merry of such a woman as tl it!"
The word* had scarcely left my lips when.

without any warning, the d,.,r of my room

"pitied, and iust as i was taklns it for tranted
tb.it it nut. Mr |):,vis rame »i,.-k- fr tb.- poe
trait, in w.ilk.-'l the v.iin_; man wirti whom T
had travelled on thc train' lie was ,r.-H.-i rt-
acfly ur, he had bell ve-VrlliV, and wote the
same indefinable hut untnBtakable souuttl bag
which denote* b.1 breeiling.

Kxctiw n.e." he observed, a- he Mood With
the handle of the door in cte hand and Ins hut In
t!i<- other, 'but I belie-.-., ron are tlie gentleman
with whom I travelled yesterday from Swindon?"
Tn mv surprise I was lor .a moment tongue-tied.
"I d' no; think I 1.1 ." m ¦¦'.. a mistake

"Nu," I sail, ,.i raf ia i Stammered, "you have
not mail.- a mistake "

"Tt ls i.nly by a fortunate accident that I have
hist learned that you are staying in the hotel
Pardon my Intrusion, but when I changed cor-
ti.,.. s ti i \'t« I leu behind in.- ii cigar-ease.'1
"A cigar-case
' Did you notice it P 11boti rh! perhaps |t might

have caught your eve If wis a preaent to me,
ami oi:e I grrutly valued. It matched this tl.sk"

Cou'iin- a step or two toward me lu- held out
a Baak.the identical llask from which I had
drunk: 1 stared alternately at him and at his
Hash.

"I was not abran that you chanced ci rriage*
at Kxeter "

'I wondered if you noticed it. I fa rn v von
were asleep "

"A singular thing happened to me before T
had reached my journey's end.a singular and
disagreeable thing "

" How do von mean i-1
'I was robbed."
"Robbed ?"
"Did you notice anybody get into the earrlaga

when you, us yon say, *oif mit?"'
".Not thal I am aware of. Von kn iw it was

pretty dati,- Why, good graclannn! is it ii',-"-1i'le
that after all it wasn't nr.- Imagination 1*5

"W'haf wasn't your imagination ''

Ile came closer to me so close that he touched
my sleeve with hi* cloved hand.
"Du yon kn >w whj I left tte carriage when I

did? I i"it it becauae I was bothered bv the
thiiuirlit that lhere was tome one in ii besidee us
two."
"Some one In it besides m two?"
"Some one underneath tte teat. I was dosing

off us you were doing. More than once I woke up
under the Impress! n that some one wu* twitching
at my legs beneath tte seat, pinching them.even
pricking them"

" Did ym not, look to tee if any one wns there?''
"Von will laugh ai me, bat .I suppose I was

silly.something restrained me. I preferred to
make a holt <,f if. and become the victim of my
own Imagination."

¦¦ Voa h-ft ni" to b,"'onie th" victim of something
besides y,.\r imagination, if what you say is cor¬
rect."

All at one tte sir.in"<T mad" n dart al the tobie.
I suppose lie had seen ibe portrait lying th"r,-, lie.
cause, without any sort of ceremony,' he picked it
un and stared at it. Aa I observed him. comment¬
ing inwardly upon the fellow's coolness, I dis
lin,'fly saw a shudder pam all over him Posnihl]
it wat a shudder of aversion liecause, when lu* had
stans! hit bil. ho turned t., me nmi asked:
"Who, may I ask, is tJii» hideous-looking creat¬

ure P"
"That is ;i criminal lunatic who has escaped

from Broadmoor.one Marv Brooker."
"Mary Brooker) Mar- Brooker! Marv Brooker'i

face will haunt ni" for many a das "

If.- l.n th.- portrait di wn hesitatingly, as if it
hud lor hint Homo dreadful fascination wbleh made
linn reluctant to let it go Wholly nt a lo-* what
tn sat ur do. whether to detain the man or to per
mit him to depart. I turned away and moved
across the room. The Instant I did so I heard be
hind nu- the aharp, frentied yelp which l had
heard in tte train, and wbleh I had heard :i2'iin
when I had en looking at the rea in front of
llesketh Cres sent. I turned aa oa a pivot, The
yonng man was stat it: tt me,

l>i.I you hear that.'" li" sahl.
" Hear ,I Ol SOUrSS I heard lt ¦

"(ioo.i Ood!" H" was thnddering so that, it
,- med to ti" thst te could tear cir stand, "Do

.\oti know that it was ihat 00nd Doming from
underneath ihe rn at In tlie carriage which m:i le
me make a Imlt ul lt? I I'm afraid you must
exe .. me, There.there's my card. 1.I'm .May¬
ing at the Royal I will perhaps look you np
again to-morrow.

Before I had teeovered my presence of mind
tufficiently to Interfere, he had moved la
the doir and was ont of the ro.ini. As
he vent out Mr. Davis entered: they must-
have brushed each otter aa tlmy passed.

.. I forgot tte portrait of that Brookes woman,"
Mr. Davis began.

- Why didn't yon stop him ?" I e\clfiimed.
.. step whom '¦'
*. 1 iii tit you seo him.the man who just went

out '"

"Why should I Itop him? len't he a friend nf
yours '.'"

" He't the man wlio travelled in the carriage
with me from Swindon."

Davis was ont of the room like a flash ol li^jbt.
nine. When he returned be returned alone.
"Where lt te?" I demanded.
"That's what I tbould like to know." Mr.

Davis wiped hts brow. " Ka must have travelled
at tte tate ; about sixty miles an hour.be's
nowhere to he men. Whatever made you IM him
gc

" Ile baa left bis card I tool; it lin. It was

inscribed "Oeorge Ethonwe, Coliseum club.' ile
tm* s h" is staying al tte Royal Hotel. I don't
believe te had snything to do with tte robbery.
Ile caine tn me in the must natur.it manner p<«-
-ib'e to inquire for a elgarCSSC which he left !>.»-
hi,id him in the calfInge. He Buys that while I was
sleeping he ohanaed carriages at Exeter leeanne
gm inspected that tome one wns underneath the
tent

-Did he. Indeed?"
.. ii" mys that he aid not leo'; to see if anybody

was actually there because.well, something re-

-;;a!r.ei| him."
.. I should Ute to have a little conversation >yitli

tint i aupg gentleman*"

" I lielieve he tpsaks the truth, for this reason.

While lc was talking there eaato tteasuad which
l have des.-ribed to you before."

" The sort af bark '.'"
"The sort ni bark. There wus nothing to show

from whence ii come. I declare t<> you that ll
.veined to me that if came out of space. I never

saw a mun so frightened as te was. As be stood
trembling just where yuu ate standing now he
stammered out that it was because he bud heard
that sound come from underneath the seat la tte
carriage that te hal decided thal discretion was

Ihe better part of valor, and instead ol gratifying
hit curiosity , had chosen ta retreat."

III.
Table il hot., had commenced when I sat down.

My right-hand neighbor was Mrs. .layne-. She
tsked m- n l -till entered any ill effects Hom my
fatigue.

"i suppose," ate said, when I assured her that

all ill effects had passed away, "that you hove
not thought of anything af what I spoke to you
this morning.abont my theory nf tte mask:'''

I coofeased that 1 nnd not.
" Von should. I* is a subject which is » crotchet

of mine, ami rn Which I have devoted ninny years
.many curious years of my life."

"I own that personally 1 do not see exactly
where tte Interest como,- in."
"No? Do um ii favor, rome to mv sitting-

room alter dinner, un.I I will show you where the
lllter.-st (.lillies ill."

" How do yoi mean '.'"
¦' i otu" and sts-."
She amused me. I arenl and saw. Du,-kt being

finished, lier proceedings when together wre entered
her apartment.that apartment which in tte morn¬

ing I thought I had seen entered, by my Wilow-
passenger.took me a little by surprise.
"Now, I am going to mak" you my confidant.

yon. an entire stranger.you, whom I never saw in

my life in-fore tins morning. I am a lodge of char¬
acter, and ia von I feej Unit I mav phi"" implicit.
confidence. I am triune to show you all my secrets:
I am going to induct you into tte biddi n mysteried
I am going lo lay bar- before you tte mind of an

Invent*. But it doesn't follow because I nave

confidence In rou, that I have confidence in all

the world besnioH. so before we begin, if you

please, I will lock tte door."
As she was suiting tte action to the word, I

ventured*" remonstrate.
"Hut. my dei ir madam, don't yon think.
¦I think nothing, I know that I don't wish to

be taken unawares, and to have published what I

have ilevoted tte betti r portion of my life t» Keep¬

ing secret." ,

Hut if these matters are af such a confidential
nature. 1 assure you.'
"My good mi, I lock tte door.
Sh-' did. 1 was sort) that I had accepted bo

hastily p.t Invitation, hut I yielded. The door

was locked, (loins to tte fireplace she leaned bet
ann upon tte inatifeMiolf.

-Did if ever occur to you, she asked, wnai

pliabilities might be open I. if, for Instance,
Ninth could temporarily become .Jones.'

i don't 'it" follow you," 1 said. I durn t.
"duppoao that von cm,ld at will become another

person, and in tho character of tbat other person
could move about unrecognised among your mends,
what lemont rou mighl learn?*1

"1 suspect,* I murmured, "that they would for

the most part be lessons uf a decidedly unpleasant
kind." .... , , .,

.Carry the idea ¦ step further. Hunk of the

possihilitka ot i dual eilstence. Think ur living
two distinct and -.pirate liven. I bink of doing
as dobinson whal von condemn as Hr,.wu. Hunk
of doubling tte parts .md huUim within ymir own

breast the necret or the double; think ol leading
a triple IH"; think ol leading mani lives in one-

oi tielng thc old mun mid tte young, thc husband
and tte wife, the lathe! and the smi "

"'nuuk, in otter words, of Ite unattainable.
"Not unattainable:'' Moving aw;i\ from the

mantel-shelf sim raised her hand above ber lund
v. ith t gesture which was all at once dramatic
'. I have attained '"

\ ou have attained tc what ?"
..'lo tte multiple existence It is thc secret

Of tte math I told un-elf s me years a.o tint
it Otighl to be possible to make -,. mask which
.holli.1 in every respect so closely resemble tte
human countenance that it would Ih. difficult* if
i.t tmpcaslhie, even meb-r Ihe mont trying con¬
dition*, t. t-ll tbe fal. fn,.- fr on 'lu- n-itl 1

made rxpertmnts I sneceded I learned tte
secret "f the mas!;. I..i..k it that "

She look '. leather eas., from ler pock"'. Ab.
utraeting it« contents she handed them to me. 1
was holding tn my hand what seemed to me lo be
a preparation ol *nni- "rt >,f Bkln.gold-beaters'
skin, lt mighl bave been, "n one side it was

curiously, und even delicately, painted. <'n tte
other side there arere fas>nea to tte skin some

oddly shaped bosses or pods The whole iiTmr, I
si:ppi,*>, did not wi-h.h half sn uiilice. While I
was examining it Mrs. Jaynes stn xl looking down
i.t ti ..

" Von hold in Pour hand," che said, "the -"crct
of tte mask, nive ll lo a*."

I gave it to ter, With it in her hand she dis¬
appeared ii.to the room beyond. Hardly had tho
vanished than the bedroom door reopened and an
old la«ly rame ont.
"My daughter begs yon will excuse her." Ste

wa« a quaint old lady, about sixty years of a-.'e.

with sliver h.itr. and tte corkscrew ringlets >,f n

bygone dav .. Mv daughter ii not very ceremoni¬
ous, und is BO wrapt up lu What sh" calls her ex¬

periments thal I sometimes tell her that she is

.ranting in consideration, While ste is making
ter preparations perhaps you will allow me to offer
you a clio nf tea

I h" rid lady carried a canister tn her hand,
which apparently contained tea, A tea service
was standing on a lit!- sldeuhlf. A kettle wns

Binging on the bab, Tte old lady began to meas¬
ure out tbo tea Into tte teapot,
"We always carry mir own t'-n wltJi us. Neither

mv daughter nor 1 mre lor the tea. which ti,,-,- give
,\.,ii ju hotels.

1 meekly acquiesced. Tu tell the truth, I wi*

ii frill- bewildered 1 had had no idea that Mt-
.fayiics was accompanied hy h'T mother. Had not
tte old lady some out ol tte r,,om Immediately
after Ite yoong ne had gnt.e into it I shuni I
have suspected a trick.that I was helm,' made the
subject r experiment with fte mysterious - tmisi<"
As if, waa, I wns more than half inclined to nsk her
ir she was really whal she teemed la be. lint ]
decided.m it turned out most unfortunately.to
keep my own counsel and to watch thc arouenCe
sf events. Pouring me nut n cup of tea, tte old
lady seated herself on it low chair in front of the
Bte.
"My daughter thinks -a jrrent deni af her experi¬

ments. I hope you will m"it encourage her. She
'tuite frightens me af times. She suys such dread¬
ful thlnus."

1 sipped my tea riii'l smiled
'I don't think lhere is much cause for fear.''
"No cause for fear when she tells one thai she

might commit a murder: that a hundred tteutand
people mijiht see lmr du jf, und 'h.r not by any
possibility could tte cline he brought home to

" Perhaps sh.- exsggerstes c little."
"Do you think that she can heir?''
The nhl lady glanced found in tte direction of

the bedroom door.
"You should know- better than T. Perhaps it

would bc as well to sty nothing which you woiihl
not like her to ht B»
"Hit I must t-ll some one It frightens um

She ...ivs it is a drouin she hud "

" l don't think, if I were you, I would pur
much attention lo a dream."
The old lady rose from ter seat. I did no' alto,

t'other like her manner. Sm- came an j gtood in
front ol me, rubbing ii--r hands nervously, on" over
the other. She certainly seemed considerably dis-
turlied.

J

"Ste came down yesterday from London, anl
she aays she dreamed that she tried one ,,f beret-
perimentt.in tte train." .

" In the train "

"And in order thnt her experiment might be
thorough, she robbed u maa."

" Ste robbed n man I"
"And in tier pucket I found this."
Th- old lady held ont my watch and chain! It

was unmistakable. The watch was a hunter. I
could tee thal fir, crest and monogram wemen-
graved npontteggge. [stood up. Tte strangest
part of the ilfalr was that when 1 gained my feet
it teemed aa though something had happened tn
my legs.1 could not move item. Probably some¬
thing in my demeanor struck the old lady aa
Btranve. She smiled at me,
"What is fhe matter with von P Why do von

loojk so funny'" she exclaimed.
"That is my watch and Chain."
"Ymir watch and chain.yours! Tte* why don't

you take them »"

sh" held them out ta nm fa bor extended palm
She was not sis feet from where I stood, yet I could
not reach :hem. My foot seemed glued to the
floor.

" I-T cannot move Something has happened fu
my W's "

Ferham it is fhe tea. I will go and tell my
d,i lighter."

Ilefore I could say a word to ptnp hr-r she was
cone. I wa.s tssffened like a pott to tho ground
What had happened to mo was more than i could
say. Tf had all 'mai- in an instant. I felt os I
had felt in tte railway earriape tte day hofnre-as
though I w-re in a dream I looted uround nie,
I aaw tte teacup on tbe little table at nu- ai ].-. i
saw th--1 flickering lire. I fuw tte shaded lannis: I
was conscious of the pteseaoe of ali thes,. things,
hut. I saw them as if 1 aw them in ,i dream. A
sen«e of nausea was (dealing over me.a MMe of
horror. I was a raid of I knew not whafc, I was
unable te ward off or te control my tear,

I cannot tay how ion;; I stood rtero.certainly
some mioutra tehneae,struggling acalael th" oreo.
sine which teemed to weigh upon my bruin. Sud¬
denly, without any sort of Warning, the be lr nun
foot opened, ami there walked Into tbs r'""n tte
young man wno before dinner had visited nie in
mv own apartment, and who yesterday had trav¬
elled with BM in the trail:, lie cane Straight
acro-is tte ronni mid. with the most perfeel cool¬
ants, stood ri?'if in front of ni". I mhl *.¦. thur
in bia shirt-front were mj stud* When he raised
lis hirds I eould wv thal iii ins wristbands were

my links. 1 could see that be was wearing my
natch and chain. Ho \ya.i set Itally holding BU

watch in his hand when he addressed mo.
I have anly half a minute to spare, but I

wanted to speak to you about.Mary brooker. I
MW ber portrait in your room -you remember E
Mic's what is culled a criminal lunatic, and she's
escaped from Eboadmoor. Let me gee. I think it
wai ii week to-day-pad just about this time-no,
it s now a <|uurt"r to niue; it was just sifter nine."'
He slipped my watch into his waistcoat pocket.
"She's still at tarn, you know. They're mi the
lookout for her all over England, but shes still
iit large. They say she's a lunatic There are

lunatics at Broadmoor, but she's not ono. Ste's
no more a lunatic than you or ll''
He touched me lightly «)" the chest. Such was

my extreme disgust at being brought inti physi¬
cal Contact with lam that even before the si hrht
pressure of ins Hagen my le^s gave way fmm
under me. and I sank back into my chair!

" You're nit asbs.p '.'"
'No," 1 said, " I'm not ashs>p."
Even in my Itupelted condition I \vas oonoototts

of a desire to leap up ai.d tike him by the throat.
Nothing of this, however, was portrayed upon my
face. Or. at any rate, he stews I no suns of being
struck by it.

"She's a misunderstood cenius, that's what
Mary Brooker ts. She has her tastes and people
do not understand item, she likes to kill.to
kill! One ot these days she means to kill beroelf,
but in fhe meantime SM takes a pleasure in killin};
otters."

Seating himself on a corner of the table at my
side, allowing orfe foot tn rest upon the grouad,
he swung fh" other in the air.

"She's ;i bit of itu actress, too. She wanted to

cu upon the stupe, hut they said that nh" was

mad. They were jealous, that s what it wns.

She's the Inset actress in the world. Her acting
would dec. ive the devil himself.they allowed that
even at broadmoor. Hut she only uses bet powert
for acting to gratify her taste- tor kllliag. lt was
only thc other day sho bought Hus knife."

Ile took, apparently, out ol th" bosom of his
v-st. ;i hm'.', glittering, cruel-looking knife.
Tit's shiirp. Feel the point.ind th" dire."
tie held ii. out toward me. I did not attempt

to touch it. lt is probable that I should not have
mcceeddj ever, il i had ai tempted.

"Von won't? Well, perhaps you're light. H's

not much fni killimr people with a knife. A
knife's all verv well to nae for cuttina them up

afterward, biri sh,- likes io do the actual killing
wiih lier own hands and nails. I shouldn't te
sui prised il, one of these (hays, tte Were to kill
you. Perteps to-night. lt is a binti time .duce
she killed anyone, and sh" la hungry. Sorry I

can't stay, li.it ibis day week she escaped from

Broadmoor as th" docks had finished striking niuo,
and it only wants ten minutes you see."
He looked .it, my watch.eyen holding it out for

tile tu tUf.
"Good-night."
With a careless nod he moved acroes*{te room,

holding th,- glittering knife in his hand. When
ho reached th,, bedroom don- h» turned uni smiled.
liiiisiim the knife, lu- waved it toward ni" in tte
air. Then ho disappeared into the Inner room.

I was again alone.possibly tor a minute or

mme; bul tin- tim" it seemed ti nie that my soli¬
tude continued "nly for a few Heeling seconds.
Perteps the tim" went faster because I f"lt, ".-

thought I felt, that the pressure on my brain was

giving way: that I (inly had to moke im ..Hort of

sufficient force to i,e myself again ami free. The
power of making such au eliott was temporarily
absent, bit something within seemed to tell me

that at nay moment it might r"turu. Th" bed-
i.n door.that do ir which, even ns I look huck,
seems to have been ready and tnd'- a ,.r in

some unpleasant dream.leoponed. Mrs. Jaynes
came t ut. With rapid strides ute swept iicrmw

the room. She had tomttlung in her right haul
which she threw upon the table,

"Well," sh" cried, "what du yoi think nf the I

tecret ol the mask '.'"
- I'he tecret of the mash ''

Although my limbs wi" powerless throughout
it all, I retained to a certain e: twit th" emmi of

my own voi,".
"So.- her", it is (inch 1 lift'" ti int " She nicked

up the two objects which she ii ,1 thrown upon
th.- table. On,, of them was |;e preparation ol'

- .in,- sort of akin which -h" had t-how'n i" me be.
for" "rhis.. ar" th" mn-k- Vou would mt

think that th y were perfect i"|ir.nt m ,i.i- of tte
I,,ininti f.-i.¦.¦ ilmt imi.-I.-ri.!.. .¦ ,.| .l.iii.v.. url ri

\.-t thej ur- All the world -¦*¦, lld Im; .i.- i\,-l hy
tli'-ni as yon have lieen. Ihi- i- aa "id womans

face, thu is tia- face ,,f a youno mau" Kt she
held th.mi up I could see, Ihoiigli -till a liff- dim¬
ly, lhal the i.i,.-cts which -h.- dim J.-I before mr

ejrea, bs she said, were veritable ma ';-. "So per¬
fect are they th"V might have been skinned from
fi.- lr.inti nf living '-feature--. Tiley ai" midi
littb- things, yet I have made them with whal t ill!
Tl v have beep the work of \".-irs. ib^e iwo. and
just -ti" otter. \'"i see nothina satisfied me but
perfection. I have made hundreds to make these
two. People could not make out what i was do¬
ing. Tlicy ll ought that I was mi king toys, I

told item thal I was They .thi!..! at me. They
thought that it waa i new- phase ,t madness. If
that he to, th.ii m madness t t»i ic mot.ol, en¬

during, unconquerable resolution than ia all j ,;;'.

sanity, I meant to conquer, and I did. Failure
did notdlsliearten me. 1 went streich) m. I hid
ii purpose t,, fulfil: I WOllld havo fulfilled it eve".

thounh I sh,ml.I have had lint to die. W.H. it is

fulfilled."
Turning, ste finn: tbe masks Into Ite Ure. They

were Immediately in Barnes, sh" pointed to them
BS they burned.

'The labor nf tte year** ls s*on consumed. But I
should not have triumphed had I not been en¬

dowed with genius.tte genlun ol tte actor's art,
1 mid myaell that I would play certain purts.
narts winch would tit the masks.and thal I tm il I
I," the parti I played. S >t only across the foot¬

lights, not onlv witli a certain amount ol -io .¦

between my audience and me, mit only for tte
panning hour, but. if I ch"*., for ever and for ave,

So all through th" vals I rehearsed these turfs

when I was not engaged upon the masks Thit,
they H.,unlit, waa madness in mother phase. One
of tte parts." she came cloner lo me; her voice
,-,iine shriller.* one of the part- wi- that "i an

i.ld woman. Ilave yon *en lier? Sh.- ls in tte
Ure." She jerked her thumb in llie direction of
tte fireplace, "lier part ia playi*d.ste had io

-( tl.it th" tea wat drank. Another of the parts
was that of a youno gentleman. Think of my

pinyin.' the man' Absurd. For fha,' i- tint

aluin ii woman which i* not t be disguised, Sh.-

always reveals ber sos when she puts on men's
clothes. Von noticed if. did ron not.when, be¬

fore dinner, he came to von; when yon saw him
in thc corridor this morning; when yesterday he
spent an hour with you In tte train? I ktnw you

noticed it because of these."
She drew out of ter peeket t handful of things.

There were my links, my studs, my wat di nnd
chain, other properties of mine. Although the

influence of tte drug which had been administered
to me in the tea was passing oft. I reit, even more

than ever, as though I arere in actor in a dream
."ihe third uart which I obese to play was tte

part of.Mra. Jaynes!"
Clasping hm hands behind her back, she posed in

front, or mo ni au attitude which was essentially
dramatic.

¦. Look at' me well, tenn all my polnta Ap¬
praise me. You said that I was beautiful. I saw

that you admired my hair, which Hows lo -e upon

my shoulders".she unloosed the fattenings of her
hair so that ;t did How louee upon ler sll ,;.biers-
"the I loom upon my cheeks, the dimple tn my
chin, my lace ju its entirety. It is tin.ref of

the mask, my friend, th.ref el th" mask Von

ask ni" why I hnve watcted, and toiled, ami

schemed to mute the secret mine." She -n.-t.'h.-i
mit her hand with au uucannj itnre, HecailiM
I wished to ururifv mv tiff" fm- killing. Veiterdny
I might have killed VOU J to-u_.;ht 1 will."

Mu- dui something to lier berni incl drrss. There
was ii rustle of drapery, lt was like a conjurer's
change, Mrs. Jayne* had none, and insten I there
sited before me the creature with, .is 1 hil de¬
scribed it tu Uiivis, the face ol a devil-tte lie" 1

hud been in tbe train. 1be transformation in ita
entirety was wonderful. Mrs Juvnes was a tine,
stately woman, with a swelling bust u- I in the

prime of lile. This was a link, scraggy en attire,
with short, gray hair.rtfty if n daj, 'he dian ¦¦>

extended even tu the voice. Mrs Jaynes hid the

soft, cultivated accents of ii lady, 'luis creal UK
-brick" l rather than spoke

I,' sh,, screamed, "nm Mary Brooker. Ir is b

week to-day sime l won freedom, fhe blood¬
hounds are everywhere upon my track. Thev m.-

drawing near. Hut they stall aol have me till I
hu ve lirst ol all hud you."

She cunio closer, crouching forward, glaring al
me with a "maniac's eves, From her lips ther.'
c.im.- that hideous my, hall gaea, halt yelp, which
had haunted me since the day iieiore I had beard
it in my stupor in tte train.

"1 scratched you yesterday. I bit you. I
sucked your blood. Now I will suck it dry, for
you ure mine."

She reckoned without bet host. I had only
sipped the lc rv I had not, ns I had doubtless been
intended to do, emptied the cup. I wits again mas.

ter of myself; I was only awaiting a favorable
opportunity to close. I meant to light f, r life.

is he came neurer to me tm! nearer, uttering all
that, time that hlombcurdllng sound which was

fo like thc ftentied erv ol some maddened animal.
Wten Vier extended hands were ail hut touching
me I roes tip and took ter by the throat. S'. e hud
evidently supposed that I was *till under thc in¬
fluence d the drug, because when I seized her she
gives shriek ot asl un,lied tnue. I hnd taken lier
unaware';. I had lier over on her hack. Hut I
smn lound that I li.id under*ihen more than I
could cai ry through. She had not only the face
of a devil; ate hud the strength otfone. She Hung
mo od as easily aa though I were a chill. In ber
tum she had me down upon my back. Her tinders
closed about my neck. I could nol shake her elf.
she wat strangling me,

She would have ttrangtel me.ste nearly did
When, attracted nv ila- creature's hideous cres,
which were heard fr ;n without, they Io»eed their
xx'x into the room, they found me hine un-
c"iisi io -s, and, ns they (bought, dead, upon tte
floor. Por di'.v.N I bute between life ami death
When lite did come buck again Marj Brooker wai
once more nu inmate of |i«r fcfsjestvi boom nf de¬
tent!' n ut Uroadmaor.-iOentleman'a Uagasla*.

THK CALENDAR.
THIS IS AN ARBITRARY DAY.

camille rimtimarton, the Krencli astronomer, resur*
rects au old nial forgotten story apropos of the New
Yiar. some twenty students were celebrating the vat
ot u,f year by a (lintier. During the cours* of the
(Mimer reference was made to th,, old belle! that at trie
end of it cycle of ggyfOO years evi lything le begun over
nguiu, mid Hie hone wus express^ t|wl nt ,h<1 rna of
Hie (ide they would all find themselves at the tamo

bots! tetlag the Bunt tlltin'-r. The landlord, who pre-
sld'sl. tafteSBfld bis profound conviction that they
would (luis me t BCBta, and prpo-i-l the ummt "Till WO
Matt Apia." This suggested a brilliant' thought to
the sturt.nt wlm had been deputed to pay the MU,
and, addrcs-lng Hip landlord, be proposed tbat tie bill
be allowed to stand until the next reunion. Tlio
landlord was somewhat taken nbnek. but lie waa trio
to bbs conviction! and consented, Hut as the caihltr
wns Joyfully putting tht money back In his pocket a

brilliant thought occurred to the landlord also, and ha
said ; "time we shall be ns to-day .'JO.OOO years lumct,
wc weie therefore as to-dny 30,000 yea.s ago?" "With.
out (loutit,'' exclaimed everybody. "Very well, gentle¬
men."' pursued the landlord. "Hun you asked credit of
nie then as you bave today. Pav me lor thc dinner
you hart 30,000 yaam ugo and I will walt 30,000 y,*x-
fir the amount due for this one." It was done, aug
(luring the rest of the evening there was nothing mon
wild aliout thc suppled cycle.

The special observation of New Year's Day has be¬
come si universal that nany p noa* ln-tlncU\ely think
of January 1 as in some way a asstsmrt beginning of
calendar tim". This, of course, ls not Hie men, N>w
Year's Day is purely arbitrary, and the year has begun
on many dltfcrcnt days in radow months. For a

lOBg period it was tlxert at the Annunciation, Marc*
.ii. And Hie inhabitants of Pisa followed this prattles
BAU! as lute as ITi:,. In another period ClirUtmaa
was New Y-ur's Day, mid In allotter Easter was so

regarded. in ISM Cherie* ix gtaptmi Hm Julian

ciilctidar and lU'd Iks begining of Um year on January
I. Hut many continued t,> follow tkt older Roman
custom of beginning thc yoar on March 1. As may lie
iniagliud, tkeaa different StSfm lead to Inextricable
toolattSB In rending tb'* old Ckmaltlm, A- Easter ls

a Biovabte feast, mid c-m Meer httvsta April tm tnt
Mareil 23, there ure years which ttamS almost two

oomplete maatks of AptO, us, for lattaaet, tho year
1317. Tbe mo-t truly tllaatlll dat" for thc beginning
of ike roar araaM bs one of tk.lalasaas or one of
ihe mlttless. Hut- anv tdoatlle reformation of the'
taleodar i- hardly poarible now, as HM pental arrunge-
incut hus so lit miy tmbegded lr -.¦If In Hm recent Ills-

lory of the world. Meick i being the Beana New

Yct's Day, September, Oct b r, Nvvestkersai rccem-

ber were rtgktly named, being ittpeetititf tho

seventh, rigkth, Btotk BBi tenth mnnt.'t In the year.

.Inly un- i) mod ii boaor of Julius OBSBBTi who re¬

formed Hi" cal, tillar, malling .lamiary 1 ihe beginning .

of the vein-. Tfcen when Aagotlat btcaam Mampatat
the next month was tamed Amm-t lo pittas him. Ha

was not (unieui with that, however, but deumnd'd
I'..it lt -lomb! bave as BMUU days iii ll ns the." w.-re In

Ike ni 'iiiii of .lah!:-. Whence comet the 11 oma iv

of two mo. tbs in -ix --'on ofIk thirty- nc mty-, «hl h

ht-, ilnu' tb*, puttied many people. The extri day

wan taken from the month of February, akkk l'rc-
vi ii-'.v hag twenty nine dav-. Tke tnt Ikat montht

in the Roman year were named niter Iks divinities

Mais. Aphrodite, Mali ami .imio. gm. m.; mat two ta
boii.tr of .lunn- ami I'lbn-w.

Mori people know that tke taleodar year ls -ivit'-r

ti,mi tke iici'ii -oin- year Up a fruition of about a

(netter of a day. This error is (urn ci «l b, ullin; a

day to tm- year ever) foar ycart, and ihat year la

railed t leap year-a nuii-r Inexact term, loee, in¬

stead of legging over or omitting a dav, one div ls

added. Uut Ike correction o'. Um error al-,» malts ta

error, loaamaeb ai tke iclor year toa Isis of Hag day*
:, hourn i- minute* and li I 2 li roiBli The calendar
yent i- ll.tore ii ntnuten and IO 1 -i met m t- longer

Dian the -ular, and thin iuu*en adltttwow beams tkt

two of Ihree dayt In WO y ara, Tkt* error aBMMMal
io ti ii da] - lu ; .. Uaw ol I ope Qrvgolp -MU. ammo it

wai reformed by dropping theee dayt. %v otoxxbt
a iio-; a -i.ni'a i error, no rentet al il > ,-ar i- to ba coo-

ridered a lean year nab-- four will gt lalo lu t.rst imj

ilgurea without any remainder. Tau- tkt ycart ITMfc
ltOO ami 1000, which tm leap yean tceordlag to the

.lillian calendar, ara nm leap yean accordlag to the

liregorlaa calendar. Uni even thin d',.-s not obviate

all error. At ike end ol 10,000 y*en tfcera will bs a

correction ol two dayt and len bonn to make; but

that need sot give ot anv ie loa« concern t >-day.
An ther Intcrettloc (tel ls timi Um length of tho

mlar year ls by no arana tivd. i? rartet by thirty-

eight .indi tbove tad thim righi leeoaii below ths

average, lt han been slowly tliortentas riaea tht bm
.. of the < lui-tlau ero. A man Wfco ha* lived

i hundred yean ti day hai actually ii\eii twenty min-

Uta 1 Ibtn a '.-ute;.ai,in of iii- time of Augtistua

and sn hour l v- than a centenarian of tkt Usa sf the

rhlncse Emperor il ang-Tl. rhe year >f tkotMgl
win .-. \. i>. ynoo, which xk\h bs avaatg-sla

-..il- fliorter tl-.in iii-- y. ir ISM El. C.
(.f com .- au ii l- about tb bi sinning of Iks y-ar

could not bc written without mae rcteieum to that

ven rabi bm! lire* tat eontroveny is to tke proper !».-

glnnli a :.rd eui ol a eentury. In other wo rt-, wig tb j

year limo belong tbe nlntcetttli ecnlmy er to tho

twentieth I A little thought will give ¦ (bar nason r

to ibal ,|iie-ii'.ii. Tb" to year of tke rim ti ni cm

la known In hUtory at the year I, aid aol .'- tkt yai

o. Therefore the iii-t ceuturj begaa »1tk tke year 1

,i.,i ended with ibo y«"ar loo. The sci-.,mi centary
began with ike yoar 101 and ended with lbs year 90H
lt.. nine.nth century beean with tbe year 1801 and

will eud ,.ii December ;;t. looo. Aud tkerefaa tue

twentieth centurj "ill begin on January l. 1P01. TUU

ls sai,i io loaebod) nt the begtonlng ol every year,
but there .-cu.- alwaya to lie Ju-t as argent a need of

laying li. speaking ol tbe CkriathM cia, \f may bo

areli lo my lhal lt wis mit In use for n long time after

the birth of ci.hm. it was taggetteg in Iks si.\th

century by s inonu nsstcd Denys, wrasBtei tks Little,
who livid in Borne, aud »fco, i: mai bs skssrvoC
would gu bl Ike natue of DtOUlt l.lftle If he were

living to-day, lbs MggiBtioa was not adoi.t'd until

tks yest SOO, ind thon by order nf Ckurlaaaajaa after

bis eoraaatlon. Bm In Ihe eriealatioaa of IXmys
ai'.'pied nt tbi- time there wan aa <rr,)i- ur four yearn,

which i- perpetuated In our preaent date, the year

i-nj bring properly Ihe year ISM. Ii l- mimlft-tiy

Impossible rorrsrt tke error now, ami besides lt ii

nut a netter of mn real Importance okra our ero

begins, ike in eu tblnf being tkat every aaa ikoaM
agree aa ene tatt tm lt. Berida the idvU year mid

Ike solar \e:u lhere IK tko lunar fSBT ami flo' ec-

<.ii-i.i-.il.ul year. Tke lunar year warilda ..f twelve

bimi- u'ouiii-. or -.. days, and la la bbb aasaBg Hie

.lews pinl Mali mo-la.i-. Ike Bl le-lu-tical cal'-ml ir

la bini-oin, bring regulaled partly by ike s"!ar *n*

partly bj Ihe lunar year. The Uekttw mtoodar ts

da'cg f^un tbe rreattoa, okkfc i- eoaridettd la aaag

taken pi e 3,700 v. .ns an I :i montiu before tke dota¬
tion eta. lie- i.-xx) li \c,r ls bini-,,l:ir and ronriatg
i,r tweii. thirteen lunar months Bach ol which baa
tweiit) nine or thirty dav-. The Brm >.:,r i- rolled
ordlnarj ind romUitti of ;i.Yt dav-, rh. other >,-ai ls

railed .'nil, n-mi,- and -ont.tin-, uot toy*, in both lt

I- MMttelliut'n iiiude .i ,ln\ ia. aol -olin¦tiiii.-s u doy
le., m order dial certri ii f. -ii\ n- ma} toll on proper
ilu- o| ii,., week. The riahometun era ls ila',rt i om

tile lilglll ll. __n:i i of .Muli.,met li,nu Uecca to M. (lilia,

which was In tks nlghl of Thunriay, July IB, a. h.

a ocEEX't (lin.
i'roni The Tendon Queen,

Tbs late Queen m of Wurtcmbcrg bas left the
Hu.lan Elhabeilignw Dragoon lb glaieiit, of which

.she was IkS bead, all the silver plute wUch she hud
brougUi with ber ou h.r Biantage and I sum of nionev,

the Interest of which U to be devoted to defraying
the cost of the education of Hie officers' children ot Viol

regiment._
AT DOS'IS UOUE.

Paris letter to The Queen.
Mme. Alton!'* mn niton nu* built bv herself tomi

venrs ago. the neighboring one. which <-Me formerly IB-

bnblted. being tito h-T property and now let to Prim*

Roland Bonaparte, lt I- n (harming resilience, ina

ker toroa lari Ihanday found lt full ri beautiful

Howers, tbe nirt- of Mirious Meuda and admlren. »«.

bus mad, r.,ris h.-r beodquarten Once Ikta. mtam

.he iii st took up ler abed* lu lue Coutim-aXttmr, ana

for thc last few yean, being aoaewhal lame, me not

aldon left home, spending tke winter there .»<>'!«
-iimtner months rn h.-r villa Ceoerentoa at vms

d'Avrity. eiililvnting ber flowers or aiim-lng h"r*,'ir

willi tiecdl.'Worli, at which lie lu an tdtpt. las Bj
fond of catherina hleoda about her ami baa ajatga
in -le of acquaintance, .inning whom asl be NSSBMBU

the Prlnceese Mathilde

New dining (ar route t , ..Montreal, ria New-York
('emmi ami \dlroodaek und sst. lAVIiSMS line. *<'na

,-nU:>uleu train. ..


